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Women empowerment is a dynamic process that consists of 
an awareness- attainment • actualization cycle. It is a growth 
process that involves intellectual enlightenment, economic 
enrichment and social emancipation on the part of women. 
Every SHG must be a patron (Puravalar) of a public library. 
Every member of SHG must be a member of a public library. 
Reprography services (Xerox copying) in District and Branch 
Library through SHG will be made by local library 
authorities. For cleaning and other related activities may be 
entrusted to Women SHG. Library will conduct periodical 
meeting for uplift of their empowerment and conduct 
extension service. The SHG public library Linkage 
Programme is to be started. Now this article generates new 
relationship of these two concepts. 


Copyright © 2016 IJASRD. This is an open access article distributed under the Creative Common Attribution 
License, which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original 
work is properly cited. 


INTRODUCTION 

Community is "a group or network of persons who are connected (objectively) to each 
other by relatively durable social relations that extends beyond immediate genealogical ties, 
and who mutually defines that relationship is (subjectively) as important as to their social 
identity and social practice. Community may be classified based on (1) Location-based 
communities: range from the local neighbor hood, suburb, village, town or city region, 
nation or even the planet as a whole. These also are called communities of place. (2) 
Identity-based communities: range from the local clique, sub-culture, group, religious, 
multicultural or pluralistic civilization, or the global community cultures of today. They 
may be included as communities of need or identity, such as disabled persons, or frail aged 
people. (3) Organizationally based communities: range from communities organized 
informally around family or network-based guilds and associations to more formal 
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incorporated associations, political decision making structures, economic enterprises, or 
professional associations at a small, national or international scale. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

A library is the symbol of a civilized Society. The Library’s contributions to the 
upliftment of society are felt by all walks of life. Public libraries are also considered as 
community information centers providing access at local-level to a wide range of knowledge 
and information for the benefit of the individual and society as a whole. Public libraries play 
their role in economic development through their informative function which leads to a 
knowledge society. The role of the information provider to the public has been the resulting 
solution to the problem, with libraries aiming to prove themselves as vital, necessary and 
important providers of services. Community engagement in public library is in the form of 
as user, donor and as servicer. Public Library is having the characteristics of social 
Institution such as Social Origin, Social causation, Social concept and objectives, Inter 
relation with other Institutions, Adaptability to new social order and Functional 
organization. Role of community library is to provide access to information, ideas and works 
of the imagination, build community participation and development, support lifelong 
learning and literacy, encourage healthy living, personal growth and community wellbeing, 
provide opportunities for cultural, physical and social wellbeing and to foster a sense of 
place. 

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT 

Empowerment is a multidimensional process, which should enable the individuals or 
a group of individuals to realize their full identity and powers in all spheres of life. It 
consists of greater access to knowledge and resources, greater autonomy in decision making 
to enable them to have greater ability to plan their lives, or have greater control over the 
circumstances that influence their lives and free them from the stoical imposed on them by 
custom, belief and practice In worldwide, one out of three women is illiterate compared with 
one out of five men. The discrepancy is even greater in developing countries where one in 
four men and one in two women are illiterate. More than 60% of illiterate people in the 
world are women (about 600 million). Over 100 million children of school age mainly girls do 
not attend school; most are in developing countries. Empowerment of women would mean 
equipping women to be economically independent and personally self- reliant, with a 
positive self- esteem to enable them to face any difficult situation. Moreover they should be 
able to contribute to the developmental activities of the country. The empowered women 
should be able to participate in the process of decision-making. 

Self-help group (SHG) is one of the women empowerment programmes and it is a 
village-based financial intermediary generally composed of 10-20 local women. Members 
make small regular savings contributions for a few months until there is enough capital in 
the group to begin lending. Funds may then be lent again to the members or to others in the 
village for any purpose for small interest. In India, many SHGs are 'linked' to banks for the 
delivery of micro credit. Self-Help Groups may be registered or unregistered one. It typically 
comprises a group of micro entrepreneurs having homogenous social and economic 
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backgrounds; all voluntarily coming together to save regular small sums of money, mutually 
agreeing to contribute to a common fund and to meet their emergency needs on the basis of 
mutual help. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICES FOR WOMEN 

Dissemination of information to women widens their horizons and gives them self- 
confidence. Education of women is an investment in the nation’s future. Public library is an 
education centre for illiterate women. In our country literacy figure for female is very low. 
Therefore, the urgency for women education is more. If they become literate and have 
minimum education, it will be helpful for proper upbringing of our future generation. This 
objective can be successfully achieved by the public library through librarians by way of 
conducting literacy programmes, on health information and self-employment. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY ACTIVITIES TOWARDS SHG 

Government thought it was necessary to involve public in the library movement. For 
this, those who donate Rs.1000/-, Rs.5000/- & RslO, 000/- to a library become patrons, great 
patrons and Donors (Puravalar) respectively and certificates are issued. The amount 
donated by them is deposited as fixed deposit in banks and the interest accrued is utilized 
for the purchase of newspaper, periodicals and magazine. A total of 65,282 patrons are 
patronizing the libraries all over the State. Every SHG must be a Puravalar of a public 
library. Public Library will give institutional membership to the nearest SHG. Library 
allows to the SHG members to borrow books through this institutional membership and 
every member of SHG must be a member of a public library. Reprography services i.e. Xerox 
copying in District and Branch Library through SHG will be made by local library 
authorities. For that purpose Govt, gives special assistance which will be made to the SHG 
concerned for purchasing Xerox machine and stationeries. If this area has more than one 
SHG, this system will make through rotation basis. For cleaning and other related activities 
will be entrusted to Women SHG. Library will conduct periodical meeting for uplift of their 
empowerment. Library conducts extension services such as tour programme, excursion, 
field visit and orientation programme with the involvement of women SHG members. 
Library will import training on basic knowledge of computer and internet services (ICT) to 
SHG members. Library motivates the member of SHG to effective reading which is pre¬ 
requisite for full participation in modern society. The SHG Bank Linkage Programme was 
started in 1989 with the objective of ensuring greater financial inclusion and increasing the 
outreach of the banking sector .Likewise Govt, is to formulate a scheme to link the SHG 
with public library. 


Table 1: District Wise no of Public Library and SHG and its Ratio in Tamilnadu 


Districts 

Public 

Library 

Population 

Women 

No 

SHG 

% of 

women 

% of Pub 

Lib 

% of SHG 

Ratio 

%of 

PL&SHG 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Chennai 

158 

4216268 

20,54,663 

1425 

48.730 

0.004 

0.069 

5.43 
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Coimbatore 

300 

3458045 

1728748 

1240 

49.992 

0.009 

0.072 

12.09 

Cudalore 

137 

2600880 

1289729 

1263 

49.588 

0.005 

0.098 

5.38 

Dharmapuri 

116 

15,02,900 

7,30,410 

867 

48.600 

0.008 

0.119 

6.72 

Dindigul 

152 

2161367 

1079433 

926 

49.942 

0.007 

0.086 

8.20 

Erode 

210 

2251744 

1121876 

1089 

49.823 

0.009 

0.097 

9.61 

Kanchepuram 

158 

3998252 

1985294 

1888 

49.654 

0.004 

0.095 

4.16 

Kanyakumari 

131 

1870374 

944029 

743 

50.473 

0.007 

0.079 

8.90 

Karur 

88 

9,33,791 

4,69,302 

572 

50.260 

0.009 

0.122 

7.38 

Krishnakiri 

114 

18,83,731 

9,20,579 

655 

48.890 

0.006 

0.140 

4.29 

Madurai 

129 

30,38,252 

15,11,777 

1278 

49.760 

0.004 

0.084 

4.76 

Nagapattanam 

63 

1616450 

818323 

789 

50.625 

0.004 

0.096 

4.04 

Namakkal 

141 

1726601 

857321 

835 

49.654 

0.008 

0.097 

8.38 

Nilgiri 

68 

762141 

383790 

333 

50.357 

0.009 

0.087 

10.28 

Perambalur 

41 

565223 

283066 

261 

50.080 

0.007 

0.092 

7.87 

Pudukkottai 

78 

1618345 

815157 

721 

50.370 

0.005 

0.088 

5.45 

Ramanathapuram 

69 

1337560 

660986 

715 

49.417 

0.005 

0.108 

4.77 

Salem 

166 

3016346 

1700485 

1499 

56.376 

0.006 

0.088 

6.24 

Sivagangai 

121 

1339101 

670429 

939 

50.066 

0.009 

0.140 

6.45 

Thanjavur 

107 

2,405,890 

1,223,474 

1112 

50.853 

0.004 

0.091 

4.89 

Theni 

132 

1245899 

620216 

1780 

49.781 

0.011 

0.287 

3.69 

Trichirappalli 

96 

2418366 

1209832 

1487 

50.027 

0.004 

0.123 

3.23 

Thiruvallur 

138 

1264277 

637584 

1443 

50.431 

0.011 

0.226 

4.82 

Thiruvannamalai 

139 

2464875 

1228986 

1371 

49.860 

0.006 

0.112 

5.06 

Thiruvarur 

97 

12,64,277 

6,37,584 

958 

50.430 

0.008 

0.150 

5.33 

Thoothukudi 

124 

1572273 

805450 

996 

51.228 

0.008 

0.124 

6.38 

Thirunelveli 

188 

3072880 

1554285 

1901 

50.581 

0.006 

0.122 

5.00 

Vellore 

60 

3477317 

1736234 

2182 

49.930 

0.002 

0.126 

1.37 

Viluppuram 

150 

3458873 

1718054 

1983 

49.671 

0.004 

0.115 

3.76 

Virudhunagar 

156 

973956 

491330 

981 

50.447 

0.016 

0.200 

8.02 

Tiruppur 

112 

24,79,052 

12,32,893 

957 

49.730 

0.005 

0.078 

6.41 

Ariyalur 

103 

752481 

379162 

486 

50.388 

0.014 

0.128 

10.68 

Total 

4042 

55645784 

25943273 

35675 

46.622 

0.007 

0.138 

5.28 


(Data compiled from various tn. Gov. in and SHG in-Mahilar Thiddam project 2012-13) 


In Tamil Nadu 4042 public libraries are functioning under the control of Govt, of 
Tamil Nadu. Among this Coimbatore has higher number of 300. Next to Erode district 210, 
and only 18.75% i.e. 6 districts have between 150-200 number of public libraries.. As far as 
SHG is concerned 35675 SHG are functioning under -mahilar thiddam (RF) of Tamil Nadu. 
Nearly all districts have more than 48500 SHGs. Percentage of Public Library to the total 
population the highest percentage of 0.016%is in Virudhunagar district and four districts 
Theni, Thiruvallur, Virudhunagar and Ariyalur have more than 0.010% and the least is in 
Vellore. The percentage of SHG to total women population Theni district has more 
i.e.0.287% next to Thiruvallur and Virudhunagar 0.226 and 0.200% respectively. When the 
ratio between the SHG and Public Library is considered as Coimabtore district has the 
highest ratio i.e. 12.09% nest to Ariyalur 10.68% and the least is in Vellor District i.e. 
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1.37%. From this there is no relationship between these two institutions. We have to 
establish relationship between the two different institutions under SHGs linkage to Public 
Library. 



For improvement of public library govt, should take the following steps such as 
change the concept of public library into community library/information centre, act as 
community centre, act as nodal centre for M S Swamynathan research foundation, 
Fisherman information centre, Health information centre, Employment and guidance for 
higher education and E. Governance centre for Providing online application, Certificate 
from revenue depts., Entrance application. Govt, provides building for the public library in 
the govt, school premises. Govt, promotes public-private partnership (PPP) to provide an 
opportunity for private sector participation in financing, designing, construction and 
operation and maintenance of public library programmes and projects. Technological based 
and psychological based classes to be given to librarian on monthly basics. 

CONCLUSION 

Libraries play a role of an active catalyst in promoting the students with basic 
knowledge to excel in their field for ’Shine India’ by enhancing the creative capacity and 
assimilation of information from various sources. The Department of Public Libraries has 
taken many initiatives to develop knowledge based society with human resource 
development taking into consideration the growing information and communication 
technology in conformity with the Globalization by introducing modern techniques. 
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